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In Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media D. N. Rodowick applies the concept of “the
figural” to a variety of philosophical and aesthetic issues. Inspired by the aesthetic philosophy of Jean-
François Lyotard, the figural defines a semiotic regime where the distinction between linguistic and plastic
representation breaks down. This opposition, which has been the philosophical foundation of aesthetics since
the eighteenth century, has been explicitly challenged by the new electronic, televisual, and digital media.
Rodowick—one of the foremost film theorists writing today—contemplates this challenge, describing and
critiquing the new regime of signs and new ways of thinking that such media have inaugurated.
To fully comprehend the emergence of the figural requires a genealogical critique of the aesthetic, Rodowick
claims. Seeking allies in this effort to deconstruct the opposition of word and image and to create new
concepts for comprehending the figural, he journeys through a range of philosophical writings: Thierry
Kuntzel and Marie-Claire Ropars-Wuilleumier on film theory; Jacques Derrida on the deconstruction of the
aesthetic; Siegfried Kracauer and Walter Benjamin on the historical image as a utopian force in photography
and film; and Gilles Deleuze and Michel Foucault on the emergence of the figural as both a semiotic regime
and a new stratagem of power coincident with the appearance of digital phenomena and of societies of
control.
Scholars of philosophy, film theory, cultural criticism, new media, and art history will be interested in the
original and sophisticated insights found in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Garza:

The experience that you get from Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) could be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the
words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book
also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy
after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) instantly.

Loretta Yoder:

The actual book Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions)
will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Reading the Figural,
or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Ronald Johnson:

This Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is brand-
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
info. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this book is
easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in
addition to knowledge.

Reuben Beaubien:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is Reading the Figural, or, Philosophy after the New Media
(Post-Contemporary Interventions). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer



in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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