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Despite South Africa's successful transition to democracy and lauded constitution, political freedom for the
majority of South Africans remains elusive. The poor and unemployed majority are poorly represented and
lack power and thus freedom. Under these conditions, the freedom of the privileged minority is also
seriously impaired due to the costs of maintaining their relative security and well-being. Lawrence Hamilton
is an internationally-known political theorist, who has spent ten years teaching in South African universities.
In this unique book he brings ideas - political and philosophical - to the fore to understand a contemporary
political conundrum. He outlines the persistent, unresolved problems characterizing contemporary South
Africa: poverty and quality of life statistics that are appalling for a middle-income country, levels of
inequality that make South Africa one of the most unequal places in the world, skewed economic and
political representation that reproduces elites rather than generating opportunities for all and an electoral
system that implements the idea of proportional representation so literally that it undermines meaningful
representation. Are South Africans Free? aims not only to explain the current state of South Africa but to
provide positive new directions and suggestions for institutional change. Hamilton argues that freedom as
power in South Africa does not depend on good will, charity or duty, and it goes beyond the complete
realization of the political and civil liberties currently safeguarded in its constitution. Such change will
depend on courageous leadership, active citizenship, new forms of representation and a macroeconomic
policy that offers radical redistribution of actual and potential wealth.
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From reader reviews:

Ilene Venne:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Are South Africans Free? has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The e-book Are South Africans Free? is not only giving you more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Are South Africans Free?. You never really feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Lenore Cortez:

This Are South Africans Free? book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. That Are South Africans Free? without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical
in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry Are South Africans Free? can bring once you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Are South Africans Free? having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not sense uninterested in reading.

Sammy Cheney:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Are South Africans Free? or maybe
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Are South Africans Free? to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Julia Watkins:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the Are
South Africans Free? when you necessary it?
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