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Based on a detailed examination of New York case law, this pathbreaking book shows how law, politics, and
ideology in the state changed in tandem between 1920 and 1980. Early twentieth-century New York was the
scene of intense struggle between white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant upper and middle classes located primarily
in the upstate region and the impoverished, mainly Jewish and Roman Catholic, immigrant underclass
centered in New York City. Beginning in the 1920s, however, judges such as Benjamin N. Cardozo, Henry J.
Friendly, Learned Hand, and Harlan Fiske Stone used law to facilitate the entry of the underclass into the
economic and social mainstream and to promote tolerance among all New Yorkers.

Ultimately, says William Nelson, a new legal ideology was created. By the late 1930s, New Yorkers had
begun to reconceptualize social conflict not along class lines but in terms of the power of majorities and the
rights of minorities. In the process, they constructed a new approach to law and politics. Though doctrinal
change began to slow by the 1960s, the main ambitions of the legalist reformation--liberty, equality, human
dignity, and entrepreneurial opportunity--remain the aspirations of nearly all Americans, and of much of the
rest of the world, today.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Anderson:

This book untitled The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies
in Legal History) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer
or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from
your list.

Charles Wright:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Legalist Reformation: Law,
Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History) e-book written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still skepticism The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New
York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to another sixth sense.

Perla Baxter:

The book untitled The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in New York, 1920-1980 (Studies
in Legal History) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
way. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice go through.

Myra McKenzie:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is The Legalist Reformation: Law, Politics, and Ideology in
New York, 1920-1980 (Studies in Legal History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-
book you can get many advantages.
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