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In this original study, Geoffrey Sanborn presents a fresh interpretation of the villanous Magua in James
Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the Mohicans (1826) and of the dignified harpooner Queequeg in Herman
Melville's Moby-Dick (1851). Through careful historical research, Sanborn has determined that both authors
relied heavily on contemporary accounts of the indigenous natives of New Zealand, the Maori, to develop
their iconic characters. Cooper drew heavily on the account of Te Aara in John Liddiard Nicholas's Narrative
of a Voyage to New Zealand (1817) while Melville studied the personal history of Te Pehi Kupe in George
Lillie Craik's The New Zealanders (1830) to flesh out his characterization of Queequeg. A close reading of
the historical evidence and the source material supports this compelling line of argumentation.
At the same time, this isn't a simple source study nor an act of explanatory historical recovery. The
conception of the Maori is sophisticated and paradoxical, a portrait of violent but nonetheless idealized
masculinity in which dignity depends on the existence of fiercely defiant pride. This lens allows Sanborn to
present a radically different view of these fictional characters as well as underscoring the imaginative
projection that went into reporting on the Maori themselves. Magua is no longer a stereotypical "bad Indian"
or "ignoble savage," but rather a non-white "gentleman," an argument that supports Sanborn's contention that
throughout his career Cooper prioritizes status equivalence over racial difference. Queequeg is similarly re-
imagined, a move that allows Sanborn to explicate scenes in Moby-Dick that are often dodged by other
critics because they do not fit with the standard interpretations of the character. The study as a whole
provides a vivid example of the fascinating interplay between fiction and non-fiction in the nineteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Dawne Feliciano:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of
the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal
book with you?

Tawny Morgenstern:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Whipscars
and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori is kind of guide which is giving the
reader capricious experience.

Crystal Parrish:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori will give you
new experience in studying a book.

Karen Ofarrell:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-
Dick, and the Maori can make you experience more interested to read.
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