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The decision of the eventual Confederate states to secede from the Union set in motion perhaps the most
dramatic chapter in American history, and one that has typically been told on a grand scale. In Daydreams
and Nightmares, however, historian Brent Tarter shares the story of one Virginia family who found
themselves in the middle of the secession debate and saw their world torn apart as the states chose sides and
went to war.

George Berlin was elected to serve as a delegate to the Virginia Convention of 1861 as an opponent of
secession, but he ultimately changed his vote. Later, when defending his decision in a speech in his
hometown of Buckhannon, Upshur County, he had to flee for his safety as Union soldiers arrived. Berlin and
his wife, Susan Holt Berlin, were separated for extended periods--both during the convention and, later,
during the early years of the Civil War. The letters they exchanged tell a harrowing story of uncertainty and
bring to life for the modern reader an extended family that encompassed both Confederate and Union
sympathizers.

This is in part a love story. It is also a story about ordinary people caught up in extraordinary events.
Although unique in its vividly evoked details, the Berlins’ story is representative of the drama endured by
millions of Americans. Composed during the nightmare of civil war, the Berlins’ remarkably articulate
letters express the dreams of reunion and a secure future felt throughout the entire, severed nation. In this
intimate, evocative, and often heartbreaking family story, we see up close the personal costs of our larger
national history.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Brooks:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Daydreams and Nightmares: A
Virginia Family Faces Secession and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era). All type of book
could you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Katherine Herron:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Daydreams and Nightmares: A Virginia Family
Faces Secession and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) to read.

Cecilia Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Daydreams and Nightmares: A
Virginia Family Faces Secession and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) reserve written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Daydreams and Nightmares: A Virginia Family Faces
Secession and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) as good book not merely by the cover
but also with the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Ann Clark:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Daydreams and Nightmares: A Virginia Family
Faces Secession and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) was bright colored and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book Daydreams and Nightmares: A Virginia Family Faces Secession
and War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So
, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose
the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.
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