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In famously beautiful and laconic prose, Jean-Jacques Rousseau presents us with a forceful picture of a
democratic society, in which we live together as free and equal, and our politics focuses on the common
good. In Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals Joshua Cohen explains how the values of freedom,
equality, and community all work together as parts of the democratic ideal expressed in Rousseau's
conception of the "society of the general will". The book also explains Rousseau's anti-Augustinian and anti-
Hobbesian idea that we are naturally good, shows why Rousseau thinks it is reasonable for us to endorse that
idea, and discusses how our natural goodness might make a free community of equals possible for us. And
Cohen examines in detail Rousseau's picture of the institutions of a democratic society: why he emphasized
the importance of political participation, how he argued against extreme inequalities, and what led him to
embrace a civil religion as necessary for the society of the general will. This book provides an analytical and
critical appraisal of Rousseau's political thought that, while frank about its limits, also explains its enduring
power.
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From reader reviews:

Jeremy Gable:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Rousseau: A Free Community of
Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or
reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Ryan Young:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Rousseau: A Free
Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Jerry Ingle:

The knowledge that you get from Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political
and Social Thought) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more
you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Rousseau: A Free
Community of Equals (Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read
the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals (Founders of
Modern Political and Social Thought) instantly.

Lorna Dews:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals
(Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you.
After you know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Rousseau: A Free Community of Equals



(Founders of Modern Political and Social Thought) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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