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In Stages of Thought, Michael Barnes examines a pattern of cognitive development that has evolved over
thousands of years--a pattern manifest in both science and religion. He describes how the major world
cultures built upon our natural human language skills to add literacy, logic, and, now, a highly critical self-
awareness. In tracing the histories of both scientific and religious thought, Barnes shows why we think the
way that we do today.
Although religious and scientific modes of thought are often portrayed as contradictory-one is highly rational
while the other appeals to tradition and faith-Barnes argues that they evolved together and are actually
complementary. Using the developmental thought of Piaget, he argues that cultures develop like individuals
in that both learn easier cognitive skills first and master the harder ones later. This is especially true, says
Barnes, because the harder ones often require first the creation of cognitive technology like writing or formal
logic as well as the creation of social institutions that teach and sustain those skills. Barnes goes on to
delineate the successive stages of the co-evolution of religious and scientific thought in the West, from the
preliterate cultures of antiquity up to the present time. Along the way, he covers topics such as the impact of
literacy on human modes of thought; the development of formalized logic and philosophical reflections; the
emergence of an explicitly rational science; the birth of formal theologies; and, more recently, the growth of
modern empirical science.
This groundbreaking book offers a thorough and persuasive argument in favor of the development of modes
of thought across cultures. It will serve as an invaluable resource for historians of religion, philosophers and
historians of science, and anyone interested in the relationship between religion and science.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Kennard:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because
just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution
of Religious Thought and Science to read.

Johnny Rogowski:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to
be examine. Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Michael Patterson:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious
Thought and Science can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Karen Strange:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is Stages of Thought: The Co-Evolution of Religious Thought and Science. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking right up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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