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The conventional wisdom holds that the president of the United States is weak, hobbled by the separation of
powers and the short reach of his formal legal authority. In this first-ever in-depth study of executive orders,
Kenneth Mayer deals a strong blow to this view. Taking civil rights and foreign policy as examples, he
shows how presidents have used a key tool of executive power to wield their inherent legal authority and
pursue policy without congressional interference.

Throughout the nation's life, executive orders have allowed presidents to make momentous, unilateral policy
choices: creating and abolishing executive branch agencies, reorganizing administrative and regulatory
processes, handling emergencies, and determining how legislation is implemented. From the Louisiana
Purchase to the Emancipation Proclamation, from Franklin Roosevelt's establishment of the Executive Office
of the President to Bill Clinton's authorization of loan guarantees for Mexico, from Harry Truman's
integration of the armed forces to Ronald Reagan's seizures of regulatory control, American presidents have
used executive orders (or their equivalents) to legislate in ways that extend far beyond administrative
activity.

By analyzing the pattern of presidents' use of executive orders and the relationship of those orders to the
presidency as an institution, Mayer describes an office much more powerful and active than the one depicted
in the bulk of the political science literature. This distinguished work of scholarship shows that the U.S.
presidency has a great deal more than the oft-cited "power to persuade."
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From reader reviews:

Natalia Burton:

This With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power book is not really ordinary book,
you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. This kind of With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power
without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end
up being worry With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power can bring whenever you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power
having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Howard Foster:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power as your
daily resource information.

Patricia Hooper:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This kind of With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential
Power can give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more
than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have With the Stroke of a
Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power.

Ronald Tanaka:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
named of book With the Stroke of a Pen: Executive Orders and Presidential Power. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other
place.
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