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According to the account in the Book of Exodus, God addresses the children of Israel as they stand before
Mt. Sinai with the words, "You shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (19:6). The sentence,
Martha Himmelfarb observes, is paradoxical, for priests are by definition a minority, yet the meaning in
context is clear: the entire people is holy. The words also point to some significant tensions in the biblical
understanding of the people of Israel. If the entire people is holy, why does it need priests? If membership in
both people and priesthood is a matter not of merit but of birth, how can either the people or its priests hope
to be holy? How can one reconcile the distance between the honor due the priest and the actual behavior of
some who filled the role? What can the people do to make itself truly a kingdom of priests?

Himmelfarb argues that these questions become central in Second Temple Judaism. She considers a range of
texts from this period, including the Book of Watchers, the Book of Jubilees, legal documents from the Dead
Sea Scrolls, the writings of Philo of Alexandria, and the Book of Revelation of the New Testament, and goes
on to explore rabbinic Judaism's emphasis on descent as the primary criterion for inclusion among the chosen
people of Israel—a position, she contends, that took on new force in reaction to early Christian
disparagement of the idea that mere descent from Abraham was sufficient for salvation.
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From reader reviews:

Bridget Carter:

Here thing why that A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends
in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and
Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and
Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open
up your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your method home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry
and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) in e-book can be your choice.

Bruce Jones:

This book untitled A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by way of
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Magdalena McKinney:

You can get this A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Joan Beverly:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book A Kingdom of Priests: Ancestry
and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) to make your personal reading is interesting.
Your personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside that the reserve A Kingdom of Priests:
Ancestry and Merit in Ancient Judaism (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can to be your brand-new friend when



you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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