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Lydia Cabrera (1900-1991), an upper-class white Cuban intellectual, spent many years traveling through
Cuba collecting oral histories, stories, and music from Cubans of African descent. Her work is commonly
viewed as an extension of the work of her famous brother-in-law, Cuban anthropologist Fernando Ortiz, who
initiated the study of Afro-Cubans and the concept of transculturation. Here, Edna Rodriguez-Mangual
challenges this perspective, proposing that Cabrera's work offers an alternative to the hegemonizing national
myth of Cuba articulated by Ortiz and others.

Rodriguez-Mangual examines Cabrera's ethnographic essays and short stories in context. By blurring fact
and fiction, anthropology and literature, Cabrera defied the scientific discourse used by other
anthropologists. She wrote of Afro-Cubans not as objects but as subjects, and in her writings, whiteness,
instead of blackness, is gazed upon as the "other." As Rodriguez-Mangual demonstrates, Cabrera rewrote the
history of Cuba and its culture through imaginative means, calling into question the empirical basis of
anthropology and placing Afro-Cuban contributions at the center of the literature that describes the Cuban
nation and its national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Riggs:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Lydia Cabrera and the Construction
of an Afro-Cuban Cultural Identity (Envisioning Cuba) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Thomas Baier:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book Lydia Cabrera and the Construction of an Afro-Cuban Cultural Identity (Envisioning
Cuba) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.

Helen Chandler:

The book untitled Lydia Cabrera and the Construction of an Afro-Cuban Cultural Identity (Envisioning
Cuba) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can read
this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice learn.

Sean Rusin:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This e-book Lydia Cabrera and the Construction of an Afro-Cuban Cultural Identity
(Envisioning Cuba) was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book



you wanted.
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