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The book traces how Hildegart’s conception, life and early death can be mapped in uncanny manner onto the
rise, organization and decline of the Sexual Reform movement in Spain. Conceived deliberately in 1914 as a
‘eugenic’ child (at a date when writing on eugenics was well under way in both England and Spain),
Hildegart received her early education from her mother who in her turn had received her own from her
father’s library, rich in works of utopian socialism. Subsequently and formally, Hildegart’s education
through the 1920s coincided with a period in Spain when writing on eugenics and sex reform became
particularly intense. It encompassed both law and medicine (favoured disciplines for those involved in the
sex reform movement), and her teens provided a social education within the meetings and publications of the
Campaña Sanitaria of Navarro Fernández in the 1920s. Hildegart’s own rise to a position of prominence in
the world of eugenics and sex reform undoubtedly relates to her concentrated and impressive publishing
activity from 1930 onwards, at a time when writings of others involved in sex reform equally reached
heightened activity. The coming of the Second Republic in 1931 further facilitated this publishing activity,
and made possible the organization of the Spanish chapter of the WLSR in Spain (the Liga Mundial Para la
Reforma Sexual) in March 1932 with Gregorio Marañón as its President, and the youthful Hildegart (age 17)
as its Secretary. The Liga gathered together the groupings of hygienists, eugenicists, lawyers and educational
reformers who were already part of a wider international scene, and who had been promoting ideas of
eugenics and sexual reform in Spain for some time, and particularly through the 1920s. Little more than a
year after the Liga was founded Hildegart was killed by her mother, Aurora Rodríguez. It is hard to assert
that this shocking event caused the death of the Liga. Nonetheless the movement in Spain seems not to have
survived in coherent manner beyond 1933, although individual members continued to be active in various
ways. More widely through Europe the WLSR lasted through the 1930s, although its continuity through
other organizations until a later date is still insufficiently researched. In the background to the activity
leading up to the founding of the Liga there is Hildegart’s correspondence with Havelock Ellis. She wrote to
him to seek his advice on setting it up. The correspondence was far more than a simple request for advice,
and it lasted until Hildegart’s death. It includes her record of the foundation meeting of the Liga with details
of discussion of the ten planks of belief of the WLSR, and reveals the inbuilt power-struggles between
professional factions in the organisation. Both the foundation document and the letters require careful
interpretation. The foundation document reveals dissension within the Liga at the same time as it shows
Hildegart’s energetic efforts to assert her own position within it. The letters themselves tell us much about
Spanish sexual politics. But at the same time, and even more strikingly, they are full of Hildegart’s character:
her style moves between business-like discussion, an endearing and ingenuous flirtatious manner, distress,
and even paranoia. Above all the letters reveal a side of this youthful sexual reformer never documented
elsewhere, and their extraordinary discursive nature encapsulates the paradoxes and conflicts in Spain at the
time relating to thoughts on sexuality and reform. The correspondence with Ellis is moreover a text with a
dramatic subtext, in that it allows us to glimpse in poignant and dramatic detail the personal tensions and
anxieties in the life of this young woman who was to be murdered by her mother. The letters also testify to
Hildegart’s strong and touching attachment to Ellis as mentor in the setting up of the Liga and, more
personally, as a father-figure. The correspondence thus provides...
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From reader reviews:

Herman Nelson:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this specific Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-Century
Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez and the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American Studies)
to read.

Stephanie Bush:

The knowledge that you get from Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-Century Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez
and the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American Studies) is the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to know but Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-Century Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez and
the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American Studies) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this kind of Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-
Century Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez and the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American
Studies) instantly.

Elda Baggett:

The particular book Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-Century Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez and the World
League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American Studies) has a lot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Shane Dagostino:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Sex and Society in Early
Twentieth-Century Spain: Hildegart Rodríguez and the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin
American Studies) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.



Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Sex and Society in Early Twentieth-Century Spain:
Hildegart Rodríguez and the World League for Sexual Reform (Iberian and Latin American Studies) become
your personal starter.
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