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"Sylvan's thesis furnishes far more of the same valued experiences than is usually realized: ritual activity,
communal ceremony, a philosophy and worldview, a code for living one's life, a cultural identity, a social
structure, a sense of belonging, and crucially, Sylvan argues encounters with the numinous."
—Journal of Religion

Most studies of the religious significance of popular music focus on music lyrics, offering little insight into
the religious aspects of the music itself. Traces of the Spirit examines the religious dimensions of popular
music subcultures, charting the influence and religious aspects of popular music in mainstream culture today
and analyzing the religious significance of the audience's experiences, rituals, and worldviews. Sylvan
contends that popular music subcultures serve the function of religious communities and represent a new and
significant religious phenomenon.

Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork using interviews and participant observation, Sylvan examines such
subcultures as the Deadheads, raves and their participants, metalheads, and Hip Hop culture. Based on these
case studies, he offers a comprehensive theoretical framework in which to study music and popular culture.
In addition, he traces the history of West African possession religion from Africa to the diaspora to its
integration into American popular music in such genres as the blues, rock and roll, and contemporary
musical youth subcultures.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia McGuire:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Traces of the Spirit: The
Religious Dimensions of Popular Music is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Richard Bennett:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them
is this Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music.

Nancy Byrom:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Traces of the Spirit: The
Religious Dimensions of Popular Music, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Doris Stone:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Traces of the Spirit: The Religious Dimensions of
Popular Music was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Traces of the Spirit:
The Religious Dimensions of Popular Music has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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