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Why Dont You Just Talk to Him? looks at the broad political contexts in which violence, specifically
domestic violence, occurs. Kathleen Arnold argues that liberal and Enlightenment notions of the social
contract, rationality and egalitarianism -- the ideas that constitute norms of good citizenship -- have an
inextricable relationship to violence. According to this dynamic, targets of abuse are not rational, make bad
choices, are unable to negotiate with their abusers, or otherwise violate norms of the social contract; they are,
thus, second-class citizens. In fact, as Arnold shows, drawing from Nietzsche and Foucaults theories of
power and arguing against much of the standard policy literature on domestic violence, the very mechanisms
that purportedly help targets of domestic abuse actually work to compound the problem by exacerbating (or
ignoring) the power differences between the abuser and the abused. The book argues that a key to
understanding how to prevent domestic violence is seeing it as a political rather than a personal issue, with
political consequences. It seeks to challenge Enlightenment ideas about intimacy that conceive of personal
relationships as mutual, equal and contractual. Put another way, it challenges policy ideas that suggest that
targets of abuse can simply choose to leave abusive relationships without other personal or economic
consequences, or that there is a clear and consistent level of help once they make the choice to leave. Asking
Why Dont You Just Talk to Him? is in reality a suggestion riven with contradictions and false choices.
Arnold further explores these issues by looking at two key asylum cases that highlight contradictions within
the governments treatment of foreigners and that of long-term residents. These cases expose problematic
assumptions in the approach to domestic violence more generally. Exposing major injustices from the point
of view of domestic violence targets, this book promises to generate further debate, if not consensus.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Cross:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The
Politics of Domestic Abuse will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with
you?

Jesse Kennedy:

This Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse is great publication for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can
point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse in your
hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Duane Harden:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic
Abuse was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
good thing about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book which you wanted.

Ann Clark:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse we can take more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that



book Why Dont You Just Talk to Him?: The Politics of Domestic Abuse. You can more pleasing than now.
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