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Afghanistan has been at the crossroads of many cultures and civilizations, occupying a unique place in the
cultural geography of Central Asia. Invading tribes and armies passed through ancient Afghanistan and left
their imprint on the culture, customs, and way of life there. In recent history, Afghanistan has been the focus
of international attention since the Soviet invasion and occupation of 1979-1989, the brutal civil war that
ensued, and the subsequent U.S. invasion to topple the Taliban regime. As the country struggles to stabilize
and rebuild, this volume is the first to reveal the people and ways of life that have been in flux for so long.

Emadi brings an insider's knowledge and authority to the accessible narrative. Students and general readers
will find a clear explanation of the land, people, economy, social stratification, and history as context for the
chapters that follow. In the chapter on Religion and Religious Thought, the predominant Islamic religion is
largely intertwined with political events that have brought Afghanistan such attention. The lesser-known
literature and the arts are brought to light next. A strong Architecture, Housing, and Settlements chapter
highlights many styles unfamiliar to most Westerners. Coverage of Afghan cooking and cuisine brings a
more intimate understanding of the culture. The chapter on Family, Women, and Gender will draw readers in
with its survey of how the family works, what is expected of women, and what courtship, marriage,
childrearing, and education are like today. A standout of the Festivals and Leisure Activities chapter is the
vivid rendering of the sport called Buzkashi, where men on horseback vie to move an animal carcass across a
field to a goal. A final chapter on Lifestyles, Media, and Education describes the urban vs. rural lifestyles,
the state of communications, and the prospects for schooling post Taliban. A country map, glossary, resource
guide, and photos complement the text.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Obrien:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you get it
as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not happen
within you if you take Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) as your
daily resource information.

Roger Waldrop:

This book untitled Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Nancy Hartsell:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures
and Customs of the World) or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other
book likes Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Belinda Kirwin:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and
Customs of the World) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing
when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the
sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and study
it. Beside that the book Culture and Customs of Afghanistan (Cultures and Customs of the World) can to be
your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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