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What is childhood and why, and how, did psychology come to be the arbiter of 'correct'or 'normal'
development? How do actual lived childhoods connect with theories about child development? In this
completely revised and updated edition, Deconstructing Developmental Psychology interrogates the
assumptions and practices surrounding the psychology of child development, providing a critical evaluation
of the role and contribution of developmental psychology within social practice.

In the decade since the first edition was published, there have been many major changes. The role accorded
childcare experts and the power of the 'psy complex' have, if anything, intensified. This book addresses how
shifts in advanced capitalism have produced new understandings of children, and a new (and more punitive)
range of institutional responses to children. It engages with the paradoxes of childhood in an era when young
adults are increasingly economically dependent on their families, and in a political context of heightened
insecurity. The new edition includes an updated review of developments in psychological theory (in
attachment, evolutionary psychology, theory of mind, cultural-historical approaches), as well as updating and
reflecting upon the changed focus on fathers and fathering. It offers new perspectives on the connections
between Piaget and Vygotsky and now connects much more closely with discussions from the sociology of
childhood and critical educational research. Coverage has been expanded to include more material on child
rights debates, and a new chapter addresses practice dilemmas around child protection, which engages even
more with the "raced" and gendered effects of current policies involving children.

This engaging and accessible text provides key resources to inform better professional practice in social
work, education and health contexts. It offers critical insights into the politics and procedures that have
shaped developmental psychological knowledge. It will be essential reading for anyone working with
children, or concerned with policies around children and families. It was also be of interest to students at
undergraduate and postgraduate levels across a range of professional and practitioner groups, as well as
parents and policy makers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Deconstructing Developmental Psychology. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Deconstructing Developmental Psychology. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world
by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country
until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Gregory Richards:

The reason? Because this Deconstructing Developmental Psychology is an unordinary book that the inside of
the e-book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Frances Smith:

Beside that Deconstructing Developmental Psychology in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Deconstructing Developmental Psychology because this book offers to you readable information. Do
you often have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Annie Resnick:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Deconstructing Developmental Psychology we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To be creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Deconstructing Developmental
Psychology. You can more attractive than now.
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