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A magnificent wartime love story about the forces that brought the author’s parents together and
those that nearly drove them apart
 
Marianne Szegedy-Maszák’s parents, Hanna and Aladár, met and fell in love in Budapest in 1940. He was a
rising star in the foreign ministry—a vocal anti-Fascist who was in talks with the Allies when he was
arrested and sent to Dachau. She was the granddaughter of Manfred Weiss, the industrialist patriarch of an
aristocratic Jewish family that owned factories, were patrons of intellectuals and artists, and entertained
dignitaries at their baronial estates. Though many in the family had converted to Catholicism decades earlier,
when the Germans invaded Hungary in March 1944, they were forced into hiding. In a secret and
controversial deal brokered with Heinrich Himmler, the family turned over their vast holdings in exchange
for their safe passage to Portugal.
 
Aladár survived Dachau, a fragile and anxious version of himself. After nearly two years without contact, he
located Hanna and wrote her a letter that warned that he was not the man she’d last seen, but he was still in
love with her. After months of waiting for visas and transit, she finally arrived in a devastated Budapest in
December 1945, where at last they were wed.
 
Framed by a cache of letters written between 1940 and 1947, Szegedy-Maszák’s family memoir tells the
story, at once intimate and epic, of the complicated relationship Hungary had with its Jewish population—the
moments of glorious humanism that stood apart from its history of anti-Semitism—and with the rest of the
world. She resurrects in riveting detail a lost world of splendor and carefully limns the moral struggles that
history exacted—from a country and its individuals.
 
Praise for I Kiss Your Hands Many Times
 
“I Kiss Your Hand Many Times is the sweeping story of Marianne Szegedy-Maszák’s family in pre– and
post–World War II Europe, capturing the many ways the struggles of that period shaped her family for years
to come. But most of all it is a beautiful love story, charting her parents’ devotion in one of history’s darkest
hours.”—Arianna Huffington, president and editor-in-chief, the Huffington Post Media Group
 
“In this panoramic and gripping narrative of a vanished world of great wealth and power, Marianne
Szegedy-Maszák restores an important missing chapter of European, Hungarian, and Holocaust
history.”—Kati Marton, author of Paris: A Love Story and Enemies of the People: My Family’s Journey
to America

“How many times can a heart be broken? Hungarians know, Marianne Szegedy-Maszák’s family more than
most. History has broken theirs again and again. This is the story of that violence, told by the daughter of an
extraordinary man and extraordinary woman who refused to surrender to it. Every perfectly chosen word is
as it happened. So brace yourself. Truth can break hearts, too.”—Robert Sam Anson, author of War News:
A Young Reporter in Indochina



“This family memoir is everything you could wish for in the genre: the story of a fascinating family that
illuminates the historical time it lived through. . . . Informative and fascinating in every way, [I Kiss Your
Hands Many Times] is a great introduction to World War II Hungary and a moving tale of personal
relationships in a time of great duress.”—Booklist (starred review)
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This I Kiss Your Hands
Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Katie Doll:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject I Kiss Your
Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars
in Hungaryis the one of several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This
book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Shawn Martinez:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's
look different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a guide. The book I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in
Hungary it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book provides high quality.

Joy Rodriguez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying I Kiss Your Hands Many Times:
Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start



reading through as your good habit, you can pick I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars
in Hungary become your starter.

Download and Read Online I Kiss Your Hands Many Times:
Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary Marianne Szegedy-Maszak
#JZTN7A8UM9H



Read I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in
Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak for online ebook

I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak Free
PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in
Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak books to read online.

Online I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary by
Marianne Szegedy-Maszak ebook PDF download

I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak
Doc

I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak Mobipocket

I Kiss Your Hands Many Times: Hearts, Souls, and Wars in Hungary by Marianne Szegedy-Maszak EPub


