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In Ideas That Shaped Buildings, Fil Hearn identifies and codifies into theoretical systems the operative tenets
of architectural theory from ancient Rome to the present. With this strikingly original synthesis of
architectural history and theory, he constructs an intellectual armature on which virtually any architectural
concept, past or present, can be positioned. Dealing mainly with the treatises that have been highly
influential historically, he organizes their concepts thematically and analyzes their development through
time. Straightforward and concise, Ideas That Shaped Buildings is readily accessible to architecture students,
practicing architects, and the general public -- indeed anyone interested in understanding the design rationale
of buildings. Its overarching message is that, far from being constricting, proper knowledge and application
of architectural theory is enabling and inspiring, and makes creative freedom possible by providing the
conceptual awareness needed to devise a design.After an introductory history of the development of
architectural theory, the text is divided into four parts. The first deals with issues relevant to all theories of
architecture. The second, treating theory from antiquity to 1800, focuses on the prescriptive conventions
inherent in the classical tradition. The third, treating theory after 1800, focuses on the inspirational principles
prompted by rationalist perceptions of the Gothic tradition. The fourth, treating theory since 1965, deals with
rationales beyond rationalism and the influence of computers on design method and design formulation. The
concepts discussed are illustrated with theoretical drawings and images of actual buildings.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) will make
you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of
you think that will open or reading any book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Kevin Pinkney:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Ideas That Shaped
Buildings (MIT Press) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) become your starter.

June Ross:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Gene Conley:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling
about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read
it. Beside that the publication Ideas That Shaped Buildings (MIT Press) can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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