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Did preoccupations with family and work crowd out interest in politics in the nineteenth century, as some
have argued? Arguing that social historians have gone too far in concluding that Americans were not deeply
engaged in public life and that political historians have gone too far in asserting that politics informed all of
Americans' lives, Mark Neely seeks to gauge the importance of politics for ordinary people in the Civil War
era.

Looking beyond the usual markers of political activity, Neely sifts through the political bric-a-brac of the
era--lithographs and engravings of political heroes, campaign buttons, songsters filled with political lyrics,
photo albums, newspapers, and political cartoons. In each of four chapters, he examines a different sphere--
the home, the workplace, the gentlemen's Union League Club, and the minstrel stage--where political
engagement was expressed in material culture. Neely acknowledges that there were boundaries to political
life, however. But as his investigation shows, political expression permeated the public and private realms of
Civil War America.
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From reader reviews:

Ginger Amundson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Boundaries of
American Political Culture in the Civil War Era (The Steven and Janice Brose Lectures in the Civil War
Era)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Mildred Patton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. The Boundaries of American Political Culture in the Civil War Era (The Steven
and Janice Brose Lectures in the Civil War Era) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual
who have those short extra time problems.

Jacob Lehr:

The book untitled The Boundaries of American Political Culture in the Civil War Era (The Steven and Janice
Brose Lectures in the Civil War Era) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to
read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you
can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Virginia Hughes:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Boundaries of American Political Culture in
the Civil War Era (The Steven and Janice Brose Lectures in the Civil War Era) can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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