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In the 1960s, rock and pop music recording questioned the convention that recordings should recreate the
illusion of a concert hall setting. The Wall of Sound that Phil Spector built behind various artists and the
intricate eclecticism of George Martin's recordings of the Beatles did not resemble live performances -- in
the Albert Hall or elsewhere -- but instead created a new sonic world. The role of the record producer, writes
Virgil Moorefield in The Producer as Composer, was evolving from that of organizer to auteur; band
members became actors in what Frank Zappa called a "movie for your ears." In rock and pop, in the absence
of a notated score, the recorded version of a song -- created by the producer in collaboration with the
musicians -- became the definitive version. Moorefield, a musician and producer himself, traces this
evolution with detailed discussions of works by producers and producer-musicians including Spector and
Martin, Brian Eno, Bill Laswell, Trent Reznor, Quincy Jones, and the Chemical Brothers. Underlying the
transformation, Moorefield writes, is technological development: new techniques -- tape editing,
overdubbing, compression -- and, in the last ten years, inexpensive digital recording equipment that allows
artists to become their own producers. What began when rock and pop producers reinvented themselves in
the 1960s has continued; Moorefield describes the importance of disco, hip-hop, remixing, and other forms
of electronic music production in shaping the sound of contemporary pop. He discusses the making of Pet
Sounds and the production of tracks by Public Enemy with equal discernment, drawing on his own years of
studio experience. Much has been written about rock and pop in the last 35 years, but hardly any of it deals
with what is actually heard in a given pop song. The Producer as Composer tries to unravel the mystery of
good pop: why does it sound the way it does?
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From reader reviews:

Susan Parker:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of several ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
The Producer as Composer: Shaping the Sounds of Popular Music (MIT Press), you can tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
book.

Charles Barton:

The guide untitled The Producer as Composer: Shaping the Sounds of Popular Music (MIT Press) is the e-
book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Producer as Composer: Shaping the Sounds of
Popular Music (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Alfred Greenwell:

The Producer as Composer: Shaping the Sounds of Popular Music (MIT Press) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement
in writing The Producer as Composer: Shaping the Sounds of Popular Music (MIT Press) although doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Larry Chaffin:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Producer as Composer: Shaping the
Sounds of Popular Music (MIT Press) why because the great cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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