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Leading appraisers of fine musical instruments agree that in the art of making violins, no one has ever gone
beyond the achievement of Antonio Stradivari. The incomparable visual beauty of his instruments and the
infinite variety and magnificence of tone of which they are capable have by this time passed into the realm of
legend. Collectors have paid many thousands of dollars for one of Stradivari's violins. It is strange, but true,
that only one book really delves into the life and art of this famous Italian craftsman. That is the book
published in 1902 by the three Hill brothers of the London violin-making firm. Expert violin-makers and
critics of superior violin craftsmanship, these men had unique opportunities to examine and compare almost
all of the great examples of Italian violin-making.
The larger divisions of the book concern the ancestry of Stradivari; his violins, viols, and violoncellos; his
aims in relation to tone; his materials; his varnish; his construction; his labels; the number of instruments he
made; the growth of their reputation. Some of the topics discussed under these main headings are:
Stradivari's apprenticeship to Amati; comparison of his work with that of Amati; the tone of the pre-1684
Stradivari violin; changes between 1684 and 1690; distinguishing characteristics of many existing violins,
violas, and cellos, their specific location, etc.; erroneous views concerning Stradivari's material; his
preference for the wood of certain trees in given years; the mystery of the ingredients of Stradivari's varnish;
the effect of varnish on tone; the measurements of Stradivari's instruments; the time spent by Stradivari in
making a violin; the years of greatest production; the largest number dating from one year; estimate of the
total number made; an estimate of the actual sum he charged for an instrument; the introduction of Stradivari
instruments into France and England; the first revelation of their supreme merit; and many other interesting
topics.
Musicologists, violinists, makers of instruments, historians of culture, and those who count themselves
simply as music lovers will find this to be an extremely interesting and informative account.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Ryerson:

The knowledge that you get from Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books on Music) is the
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books
on Music) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that
can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can
go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this specific
Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books on Music) instantly.

Florence Nguyen:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books on
Music) as the daily resource information.

Barbara Rubio:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Antonio Stradivari: His Life
and Work (Dover Books on Music) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books on
Music) become your own starter.

Jack Lacasse:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Antonio Stradivari: His Life and Work (Dover Books on
Music) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you
actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will



directly assist you to pick up this book.
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