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The mainline church in the past few decades has witnessed a ghettoization of youth within the church,
segregating them off to a particular room, perhaps in the basement, where they engage in ministry in
isolation from the rest of the congregation. They are assigned a “youth minister” or “youth director,” often
the staff person with the least experience, freeing up the “real” ministers to serve the adults in the church.
They seldom serve on church boards or governing bodies in anything other than a cursory manner. Their
leadership in worship is limited to one special Sunday a year; their activities seen more as programming than
ministry, and their place often described as “the church of the future” rather than the body of Christ in the
here-and-now.

For decades, youth ministry in mainline churches has been program-driven, assuming that the primary
function of youth ministry was to use activities and events to attract young people to church and keep them
occupied until they were ready to be adult members in the faith. In recent years, it has become increasingly
obvious that this paradigm has failed to develop youth as life-long participants in the Christian church and in
the Christian faith. The result of such a model of ministry is that youth come to see church only as those
segregated activities reserved for teenagers, most of which bear little resemblance to the practices of the rest
of church life. Consequently, when youth graduate from high school and youth group, they perceive that
their most meaningful church experiences are ended. Mainline congregations are now seeing the evidence of
the real lack of impact of their youth ministries as the population of young adults in churches continues to
shrink – even those young adults who were once regular participants in church youth group programs.

In short, the program-driven model of youth ministry has failed to help youth find their place within the
mission of the Church. Rethinking Youth Ministry critiques this older paradigm and invites the reader into a
dialogue to help rethink many of the deepest assumptions of youth ministry in the mainline church. We
challenge the consumerist goal of judging a youth ministry’s success by the number of its participants. We
push back against the notion that a youth ministry is the sum total of the events on the calendar. We rethink
the place of volunteers and parents, calling for a greater role of adults as spiritual mentors in the lives of
church youth. We send out a call for greater understanding of modern methods of teaching and the impact of
brain research on the intellectual and spiritual development of youth and we re-imagine a new role for
mission within youth ministry which calls youth to see mission not as isolated activities but as the very heart
of their faith journey. Rethinking Youth Ministry serves as a theological companion and practical guide for
all those “working in the trenches” of youth ministry who are seeking to offer students a deeper, more
consequential, and active life-long relationship with God through the ministry of Jesus Christ.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Missional Youth Ministry:
Moving from Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth Specialties (Paperback)) book as
beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Phillip Patten:

Typically the book Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples
(Youth Specialties (Paperback)) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style
to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you.
The book Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth
Specialties (Paperback)) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Sandra Maes:

Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth Specialties
(Paperback)) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get
every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from Gathering
Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth Specialties (Paperback)) nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Mindy Arredondo:

This Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth
Specialties (Paperback)) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know
or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Missional Youth Ministry: Moving from
Gathering Teenagers to Scattering Disciples (Youth Specialties (Paperback)) can be the light food for you
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in
the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book



form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read
this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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