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Serving Whose Interests? explores the political economy of trade in services agreements from a critical legal
perspective. The controversy surrounding the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and its
variants at the regional and bilateral levels can, it is argued, be seen as a clash between two paradigms. For
most of the twentieth century, under welfare states and state socialism, these services were viewed from a
local and national perspective as embodying a mix of economic, social and cultural dimensions and were
managed by the state through strong regulation and direct ownership and delivery. That socially based and
state-centred approach has been progressively displaced since the 1980s through neoliberal policies of
privatisation, deregulation and liberalisation, the transnationalisation of finance and production, and new
technologies. The internationalisation of services markets has thus become a driver of contemporary
capitalism. The explicit aim of ‘trade in services’ agreements is to lock in national regulations and policies
that enhance the profitability of international services markets. They are exclusively the tools of
contemporary global capitalism, yet are represented as the new pathway for development. It is argued here,
however, that there is a fundamental contradiction between the global market model and the intrinsically
social nature of services, whether they are social services like education, media and midwifery, or inputs to
capitalist production such as finance, transport, energy, and telecommunications. This book examines and
draws out these tensions and contradictions through a combination of theoretical analysis and a series of
truly global case studies that include the market in internet gambling, education, pensions, electricity
privatisation, supermarkets, tourism, oil, culture, temporary migrants, private finance initiatives and call
centres.

The product of extensive research by an internationally renowned expert in the area, yet written in an
accessible manner, Serving Whose Interests? combines a technical and political analysis that will be of
interest to informed trade specialists, academics and students working in the areas of international trade and
international trade law, and others with interests in the organisation and regulation of the global economy. 
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

This Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services Agreements book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of
Trade in Services Agreements without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services
Agreements can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Serving Whose Interests?: The Political
Economy of Trade in Services Agreements having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Karena Figueroa:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services Agreements, you may tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.

Peter Zimmerman:

This Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services Agreements is brand-new way
for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services Agreements can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books acquire itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Donald Noble:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that issue was



given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them
are these claims Serving Whose Interests?: The Political Economy of Trade in Services Agreements.
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