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Whether you are a politician caught carrying on with an intern or a minister photographed with a prostitute,
discovery does not necessarily spell the end of your public career. Admit your sins carefully, using the
essential elements of an evangelical confession identified by Susan Wise Bauer in The Art of the Public
Grovel, and you, like Bill Clinton, just might survive.

In this fascinating and important history of public confession in modern America, Bauer explains why and
how a type of confession that first arose among nineteenth-century evangelicals has today become the
required form for any successful public admission of wrongdoing--even when the wrongdoer has no
connection with evangelicalism and the context is thoroughly secular. She shows how Protestant revivalism,
group psychotherapy, and the advent of talk TV combined to turn evangelical-style confession into a
mainstream secular rite. Those who master the form--Bill Clinton, Jimmy Swaggart, David Vitter, and Ted
Haggard--have a chance of surviving and even thriving, while those who don't--Ted Kennedy, Jim Bakker,
Cardinal Bernard Law, Mark Foley, and Eliot Spitzer--will never really recover.

Revealing the rhetoric, theology, and history that lie behind every successful public plea for forgiveness, The
Art of the Public Grovel will interest anyone who has ever wondered why Clinton is still popular while
Bakker fell out of public view, Ted Kennedy never got to be president, and Law moved to Rome.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Adrienne McGinnis:

The book untitled The Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin and Public Confession in America contain a lot
of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was
compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-
site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Shane Bodine:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Art of the Public Grovel:
Sexual Sin and Public Confession in America which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's see.

Eugene Brown:

This The Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin and Public Confession in America is brand-new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin and Public Confession in America can be the light food to suit your
needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Jacqueline Britt:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin and
Public Confession in America or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how
the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes The Art of the Public Grovel: Sexual Sin and Public Confession in



America to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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