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In modern Chinese Buddhism, Dizang is especially popular as the sovereign of the underworld. Often
represented as a monk wearing a royal crown, Dizang helps the deceased faithful navigate the complex
underworld bureaucracy, avert the punitive terrors of hell, and arrive at the happy realm of rebirth. The
author is concerned with the formative period of this important Buddhist deity, before his underworldly
aspect eclipses his connections to other religious expressions and at a time when the art, mythology,
practices, and texts of his cult were still replete with possibilities. She begins by problematizing the reigning
model of Dizang, one that proposes an evolution of gradual sinicization and increasing vulgarization of a
relatively unknown Indian bodhisattva, Ksitigarbha, into a Chinese deity of the underworld. Such a model,
the author argues, obscures the many-faceted personality and iconography of Dizang. Rejecting it, she
deploys a broad array of materials (art, epigraphy, ritual texts, scripture, and narrative literature) to
recomplexify Dizang and restore (as much as possible from the fragmented historical sources) what this
figure meant to Chinese Buddhists from the sixth to tenth centuries.
Rather than privilege any one genre of evidence, the author treats both material artifacts and literary works,
canonical and noncanonical sources. Adopting an archaeological approach, she excavates motifs from and
finds resonances across disparate genres to paint a vibrant, detailed picture of the medieval Dizang cult.
Through her analysis, the cult, far from being an isolated phenomenon, is revealed as integrally woven into
the entire fabric of Chinese Buddhism, functioning as a kaleidoscopic lens encompassing a multivalent
religio-cultural assimilation that resists the usual bifurcation of doctrine and practice or "elite" and "popular"
religion.

The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva presents a fascinating wealth of material on the personality,
iconography, and lore associated with the medieval Dizang. It elucidates the complex cultural, religious, and
social forces shaping the florescence of this savior cult in Tang China while simultaneously addressing
several broader theoretical issues that have preoccupied the field. Zhiru not only questions the use of
sinicization as a lens through which to view Chinese Buddhist history, she also brings both canonical and
noncanonical literature into dialogue with a body of archaeological remains that has been ignored in the
study of East Asian Buddhism.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Dreiling:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in
Medieval China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism). Try to make the book The Making of a Savior
Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) as your close friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dale Winsett:

The book The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism)
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good
thing like a book The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian
Buddhism)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Making of a Savior
Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Reese:

This The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) is
great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always
deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using
great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval
China (Studies in East Asian Buddhism) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this
e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Greg Butler:

You may get this The Making of a Savior Bodhisattva: Dizang in Medieval China (Studies in East Asian
Buddhism) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if



you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just
looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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