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What do Wikipedia, Zip Car’s business model, Barack Obama's presidential campaign, and a small group of
lobster fishermen have in common? They all show the power and promise of human cooperation in
transforming our businesses, our government, and our society at large. Because today, when the costs of
collaborating are lower than ever before, there are no limits to what we can achieve by working together.

For centuries, we as a society have operated according to a very unflattering view of human nature:  that,
humans are universally and inherently selfish creatures. As a result, our most deeply entrenched social
structures – our top-down business models, our punitive legal systems, our market-based approaches to
everything from education reform to environmental regulation - have been built on the premise that humans
are driven only by self interest, programmed to respond only to the invisible hand of the free markets or the
iron fist of a controlling government.
 
In the last decade, however, this fallacy has finally begun to unravel, as hundreds of studies conducted across
dozens of cultures have found that most people will act far more cooperatively than previously believed. 
Here, Harvard University Professor Yochai Benkler draws on cutting-edge findings from neuroscience,
economics, sociology, evolutionary biology, political science, and a wealth of real world examples to debunk
this long-held myth and reveal how we can harness the power of human cooperation to improve business
processes, design smarter technology, reform our economic systems, maximize volunteer contributions to
science, reduce crime, improve the efficacy of civic movements, and more.
 
For example, he describes how:
 

   • By building on countless voluntary contributions, open-source software communities have developed
some of the most important infrastructure on which the World Wide Web runs
   • Experiments with pay-as-you-wish pricing in the music industry reveal that fans will voluntarily pay far
more for their favorite music than economic models would ever predic
   • Many self-regulating communities, from the lobster fishermen of Maine to farmers in Spain, live within
self-regulating system for sharing and allocating communal resources
   • Despite recent setbacks, Toyota’s collaborative shop-floor, supply chain, and management structure
contributed to its meteoric rise above its American counterparts for over a quarter century.
   • Police precincts across the nation have managed to reduce crime in tough neighborhoods through
collaborative, trust-based, community partnerships.
 
A must-read for anyone who wants to understand the dynamics of cooperation in 21st century life, The
Penguin and the Leviathan not only challenges so many of the ways in which we live and work, it forces us
to rethink our entire view of human nature.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Wesley McFarland:

Often the book The Penguin and the Leviathan: How Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest will bring you
to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Penguin and the
Leviathan: How Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Arthur Lee:

Typically the book The Penguin and the Leviathan: How Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest has a lot
associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Victor Brown:

This The Penguin and the Leviathan: How Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. That book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can declare
no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Penguin and the Leviathan: How Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that
offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Floy Knowles:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Penguin and the Leviathan: How
Cooperation Triumphs over Self-Interest to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve The Penguin and the Leviathan: How Cooperation
Triumphs over Self-Interest can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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