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A leading scholar explores the importance of physical objects and sensory experience in the practice of
religion.
 
Humans are needy. We need things: objects, keepsakes, stuff, tokens, knickknacks, bits and pieces, junk, and
treasure. We carry special objects in our pockets and purses, and place them on shelves in our homes and
offices. As commonplace as these objects are, they can also be extraordinary, as they allow us to connect
with the world beyond our skin.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects takes a fresh and much-needed approach to the study of that contentious
yet vital area of human culture: religion. Arguing that religion must be understood in the first instance as
deriving from rudimentary human experiences, from lived, embodied practices, S. Brent Plate asks us to put
aside, for the moment, questions of belief and abstract ideas. Instead, beginning with the desirous,
incomplete human body (symbolically evoked by “½”), he asks us to focus on five ordinary types of
objects—stones, incense, drums, crosses, and bread—with which we connect in our pursuit of religious
meaning and fulfillment.
 
As Plate considers each of these objects, he explores how the world’s religious traditions have put each of
them to different uses throughout the millennia. We learn why incense is used by Hindus at a celebration of
the goddess Durga in Banaras, by Muslims at a wedding ceremony in West Africa, and by Roman Catholics
at a Mass in upstate New York. Crosses are key not only to Christianity but to many Native American
traditions; in the symbolic mythology of Peru’s Misminay community, cruciform imagery stands for the
general outlay of the cosmos. And stones, in the form of cairns, grave markers, and monuments, are
connected with places of memory across the world.
 
A History of Religion in 5½ Objects is a celebration of the materiality of religious life. Plate moves our
understanding of religion away from the current obsessions with God, fundamentalism, and science—and
toward the rich depths of this world, this body, these things. Religion, it turns out, has as much to do with our
bodies as our beliefs. Maybe even more.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Mota:

This A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses are generally reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A History of Religion in 5½
Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this A History of Religion in 5½ Objects:
Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jack Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the
Spiritual to Its Senses it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Kathryn Hill:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses will give you new experience
in looking at a book.

Alex Tipton:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This book A History of Religion in 5½ Objects: Bringing the Spiritual to Its Senses was
filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a



book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.
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