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It is widely accepted that English is the first truly global language and lingua franca. Its dominance has even
led to its use and adaptation by local communities for their own purposes and needs. One might see English
in this context as being simply a neutral, universal vehicle for the expression of local thoughts and ideas. In
fact, English words and phrases have embedded in them a wealth of cultural baggage that is invisible to most
native speakers. Anna Wierzbicka, a distinguished linguist known for her theories of semantics, has written
the first book that connects the English language with what she terms "Anglo" culture.

Wierzbicka points out that language and culture are not just interconnected, but inseparable. This is evident
to non-speakers trying to learn puzzling English expressions. She uses original research to investigate the
"universe of meaning" within the English language (both grammar and vocabulary) and places it in historical
and geographical perspective. For example, she looks at the history of the terms "right" and "wrong" and
how with the influence of the Reformation "right" came to mean "correct." She examines the ideas of
"fairness" and "reasonableness" and shows that, far from being cultural universals, they are in fact unique
creations of modern English. This engrossing and fascinating work of scholarship should appeal not only to
linguists and others concerned with language and culture, but the large group of scholars studying English
and English as a second language.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The English: Meaning and Culture provide you with new experience in examining a book.

Roger Lee:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and English: Meaning and Culture or perhaps others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more
and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes English:
Meaning and Culture to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Doris Snell:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this English: Meaning and Culture can make you really feel more interested to read.

Harry Baxter:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the English: Meaning and Culture when you needed it?
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