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When did the West discover Chinese healing traditions? Most people might point to the "rediscovery" of
Chinese acupuncture in the 1970s. In Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts, Linda Barnes leads us back,
instead, to the thirteenth century to uncover the story of the West's earliest known encounters with Chinese
understandings of illness and healing. As Westerners struggled to understand new peoples unfamiliar to
them, how did they make sense of equally unfamiliar concepts and practices of healing? Barnes traces this
story through the mid-nineteenth century, in both Europe and, eventually, the United States. She has
unearthed numerous examples of Western missionaries, merchants, diplomats, and physicians in China,
Europe, and America encountering and interpreting both Chinese people and their healing practices, and
sometimes adopting their own versions of these practices.

A medical anthropologist with a degree in comparative religion, Barnes illuminates the way constructions of
medicine, religion, race, and the body informed Westerners' understanding of the Chinese and their healing
traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China,
Healing, and the West to 1848. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Joan Davis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848
can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jose Crawford:

The book untitled Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848 contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear
and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice go through.

Fred Simpson:

Beside this Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to 1848 in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow village. It is good thing to have Needles, Herbs, Gods, and Ghosts: China, Healing, and the West to
1848 because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want
to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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