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This comprehensive and authoritative collection of Oscar Wilde's American interviews affords readers a
fresh look at the making of a literary legend. Better known in 1882 as a cultural icon than a serious writer (at
twenty-six years old, he had by then published just one volume of poems), Wilde was brought to North
America for a major lecture tour on Aestheticism and the decorative arts that was organized to publicize a
touring opera, Gilbert and Sullivan's Patience, which lampooned him and satirized the Aesthetic movement
he had been imported to represent. In this year-long series of broadly distributed and eagerly read newspaper
interviews, Wilde excelled as a master of self-promotion. He visited major cities from New York to San
Francisco but also small railroad towns along the way, granting interviews to newspapers wherever asked.
With characteristic aplomb, he adopted the role as the ambassador of Aestheticism, and reporters noted that
he was dressed for the part. He wooed and flattered his hosts everywhere, pronouncing Miss Alsatia Allen of
Montgomery, Alabama, the most beautiful young lady he had seen in the United States, adding, This is a
remark, my dear fellow, I supposed I have made of some lady in every city I have visited in this country. It
could be appropriately made. American women are very beautiful. Confronted at every turn by an insatiable
audience of sometimes hostile interviewers, the young poet tried out a number of phrases, ideas, and
strategies that ultimately made him famous as a novelist and playwright. Seeing America and Americans for
the first time, Wilde's perception often proved as sharp as his wit; the echoes of both resound in much of his
later writings. His interviewers also succeeded in getting him to talk about many other topics, from his
opinions of British and American writers (he thought Poe was America's greatest poet) to his views of
Mormonism. This exceptional volume cites all ninety-one of Wilde's interviews and contains transcripts of
forty-eight of them, and it also includes his lecture on his travels in America.
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From reader reviews:

Winston Craig:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews.

Janice Nolan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Jack Alexandre:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews can give you a lot
of pals because by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews.

Virginia Shrader:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. Through
the book Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Oscar Wilde in America: The Interviews. You
can more pleasing than now.
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