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Why do catastrophes happen? What sets off earthquakes, for example? What about mass extinctions of
species? The outbreak of major wars? Massive traffic jams that seem to appear out of nowhere? Why does
the stock market periodically suffer dramatic crashes? Why do some forest fires become superheated
infernos that rage totally out of control?

Experts have never been able to explain the causes of any of these disasters. Now scientists have discovered
that these seemingly unrelated cataclysms, both natural and human, almost certainly all happen for one
fundamental reason. More than that, there is not and never will be any way to predict them.

Critically acclaimed science journalist Mark Buchanan tells the fascinating story of the discovery that there
is a natural structure of instability woven into the fabric of our world. From humble beginnings studying the
physics of sandpiles, scientists have learned that an astonishing range of things–Earth’s crust, cars on a
highway, the market for stocks, and the tightly woven networks of human society–have a natural tendency to
organize themselves into what’s called the “critical state,” in which they are poised on what Buchanan
describes as the “knife-edge of instability.” The more places scientists have looked for the critical state, the
more places they’ve found it, and some believe that the pervasiveness of instability must now be seen as a
fundamental feature of our world.

Ubiquity is packed with stories of real-life catastrophes, such as the huge earthquake that in 1995 hit Kobe,
Japan, killing 5,000 people; the forest fires that ravaged Yellowstone National Park in 1988; the stock market
crash of 1987; the mass extinction that killed off the dinosaurs; and the outbreak of World War I. Combining
literary flair with scientific rigor, Buchanan introduces the researchers who have pieced together the
evidence of the critical state, explaining their ingenious work and unexpected insights in beautifully lucid
prose.

At the dawn of this new century, Buchanan reveals, we are witnessing the emergence of an extraordinarily
powerful new field of science that will help us comprehend the bewildering and unruly rhythms that
dominate our lives and may even lead to a true science of the dynamics of human culture and history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will need this Ubiquity.

Mary Bunch:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book Ubiquity. All type of book could
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Mary Muncy:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Ubiquity to read.

Denise Rutledge:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Ubiquity your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book
then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
Ubiquity giving you a different experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
details for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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