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Grand Central Terminal, one of New York City's preeminent buildings, stands as a magnificent Beaux-Arts
monument to America's Railway Age, and it remains a vital part of city life today. Completed in 1913 after
ten years of construction, the terminal became the city's most important transportation hub, linking long-
distance and commuter trains to New York's network of subways, elevated trains, and streetcars. Its soaring
Grand Concourse still offers passengers a majestic gateway to the wonders beyond 42nd Street.

In Grand Central Terminal, Kurt C. Schlichting traces the history of this spectacular building, detailing the
colorful personalities, bitter conflicts, and Herculean feats of engineering that lie behind its construction.
Schlichting begins with Cornelius Vanderbilt?"The Commodore"?whose railroad empire demanded an
appropriately palatial passenger terminal in the heart of New York City. Completed in 1871, the first Grand
Central was the largest rail facility in the world and yet?cramped and overburdened?soon proved thoroughly
inadequate for the needs of this rapidly expanding city. William Wilgus, chief engineer of the New York
Central Railroad, conceived of a new Grand Central Terminal, one that would fully meet the needs of the
New York Central line. Grand Central became a monument to the creativity and daring of a remarkable age.

The terminal's construction proved to be a massive undertaking. Before construction could begin, more than
3 million cubic yards of rock and earth had to be removed and some 200 buildings demolished. Manhattan's
exorbitant real estate prices necessitated a vast, two-story underground train yard, which in turn required a
new, smoke-free electrified rail system. The project consumed nearly 30,000 tons of steel, three times more
than that in the Eiffel Tower, and two power plants were built. The terminal building alone cost $43 million
in 1913, the equivalent of nearly $750 million today.

Some of these costs were offset by an ambitious redevelopment project on property above the New York
Central's underground tracks. Schlichting writes about the economic and cultural impact of the terminal on
midtown Manhattan, from building of the Biltmore and Waldorf-Astoria Hotels to the transformation of Park
Avenue. Schlichting concludes with an account of the New York Central's decline; the public outcry that
prevented Grand Central's new owner, Penn Central, from following through with its 1969 plan to demolish
or drastically alter the terminal; the rise of Metro-North Railroad; and the meticulous 1990s restoration
project that returned Grand Central Terminal to its original splendor. More than a history of a train station,
this book is the story of a city and an age as reflected in a building aptly described as a secular cathedral.
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From reader reviews:

Stefanie Roach:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Grand Central
Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City is kind of book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Samantha Campbell:

This Grand Central Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City are generally
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Grand Central
Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City can be among the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps
will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Grand Central Terminal:
Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

William Manwaring:

The book Grand Central Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City will bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Grand Central Terminal: Railroads,
Engineering, and Architecture in New York City is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Gloria Duncan:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Grand Central Terminal: Railroads, Engineering, and Architecture in New York City your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation which maybe you never get before. The Grand Central Terminal: Railroads, Engineering,
and Architecture in New York City giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at
this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do



you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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