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The living practice of Daoist ritual is still only a small part of Daoist studies. Most of this work focuses on
the southeast, with the vast area of north China often assumed to be a tabula rasa for local lay liturgical
traditions. This book, based on fieldwork, challenges this assumption.

With case studies on parts of Hebei, Shanxi, Shaanxi, and Gansu provinces, Stephen Jones describes ritual
sequences within funerals and temple fairs, offering details on occupational hereditary lay Daoists, temple-
dwelling priests, and even amateur ritual groups. Stressing performance, Jones observes the changing ritual
scene in this poor countryside, both since the 1980s and through all the tribulations of twentieth-century
warfare and political campaigns. The whole vocabulary of north Chinese Daoists differs significantly from
that of the southeast, which has so far dominated our image.

Largely unstudied by scholars of religion, folk Daoist ritual in north China has been a constant theme of
music scholars within China. Stephen Jones places lay Daoists within the wider context of folk religious
practices - including those of lay Buddhists, sectarians, and spirit mediums. This book opens up a new field
for scholars of religion, ritual, music, and modern Chinese society.
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From reader reviews:

Inocencia Hensley:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled In Search of the Folk Daoists
of North China? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other
opinion?

Warner Samuels:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular In Search
of the Folk Daoists of North China is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Martha Howell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this In Search of the Folk Daoists of North
China guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating
skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt In Search of the Folk Daoists of North China as
good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book
by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Curtis Waters:

This In Search of the Folk Daoists of North China is new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this In Search of the Folk Daoists of North China can
be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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