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The Book of the Dead by Muriel Rukeyser was published as part of her 1938 volume U.S. 1. The poem,
which is probably the most ambitious and least understood work of Depression-era American verse,
commemorates the worst industrial accident in U.S. history, the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. In this terrible
disaster, an undetermined number of men—likely somewhere between 700 and 800—died of acute silicosis,
a lung disorder caused by prolonged inhalation of silica dust, after working on a tunnel project in Fayette
County, West Virginia, in the early 1930s.

After many years of relative neglect, The Book of the Dead has recently returned to print and has become the
subject of critical attention. In Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead,” Tim Dayton continues that study
by characterizing the literary and political world of Rukeyser at the time she wrote The Book of the Dead. 

Rukeyser’s poem clearly emerges from 1930s radicalism, as well as from Rukeyser’s deeply felt calling to
poetry. After describing the world from which the poem emerged, Dayton sets up the fundamental factual
matters with which the poem is concerned, detailing the circumstances of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy, and
establishes a framework derived from the classical tripartite division of the genres—epic, lyric, and dramatic.
Through this framework, he sees Rukeyser presenting a multifaceted reflection upon the significance,
particularly the historical significance, of the Gauley Tunnel tragedy. For Rukeyser, that disaster was the
emblem of a history in which those who do the work of the world are denied control of the vast powers they
bring into being.

Dayton also studies the critical reception of The Book of the Dead and determines that while the
contemporary response was mixed, most reviewers felt that Rukeyser had certainly attempted something of
value and significance. He pays particular attention to John Wheelwright’s critical review and to the defenses
of Rukeyser launched in the 1980s and 1990s by Louise Kertesz and Walter Kalaidjian. The author also
examines the relationship between Marxism as a theory of history governing The Book of the Dead and the
poem itself, which presents a vision of history.

Based upon primary scholarship in Rukeyser’s papers, a close reading of the poem, and Marxist theory,
Muriel Rukeyser’s “The Book of the Dead” offers a comprehensive and compelling analysis of The Book of
the Dead and will likely remain the definitive work on this poem.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

This Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That
Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't become worry Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead can bring
once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead having great arrangement in
word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lenore Cortez:

Here thing why this particular Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead are different and reputable to be
yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead giving you information deeper as different
ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication that similar with Muriel Rukeyser's
the Book of the Dead. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing
the paper book maybe the form of Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead in e-book can be your alternate.

Helen Jackson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the
Dead that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead become your starter.

Verna Tubbs:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead was
colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Muriel Rukeyser's the Book of the Dead
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to
like reading that will.
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