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A number of critics and scholars argue for the notion of a distinctly Catholic variety of imagination, not as a
matter of doctrine or even of belief, but rather as an artistic sensibility. They figure the blend of intellectual,
emotional, spiritual and ethical assumptions that proceed from Catholic belief constitutes a vision of reality
that necessarily informs the artist's imaginative expression. The notion of a Catholic imagination, however,
has lacked thematic and theological coherence. To articulate this intuition is to cross the problematic
interdisciplinary borders between theology and literature; and, although scholars have developed useful
methods for undertaking such interdisciplinary "border-crossings," relatively few have been devoted to a
serious examination of the theological aesthetic upon which these other aesthetics might hinge.

In A Theology of Criticism, Michael Patrick Murphy proposes a new framework to better define the concept
of a Catholic imagination. He explores the many ways in which the theological work of Hans Urs von
Balthasar (1905-1988) can provide the model, content, and optic for distinguishing this type of imagination
from others. Since Balthasar views art and literature precisely as theologies, Murphy surveys a broad array of
poetry, drama, fiction, and film and sets it against central aspects of Balthasar's theological program. In
doing so, Murphy seeks to develop a theology of criticism.

This interdisciplinary work recovers the legitimate place of a distinct "theological imagination" in critical
theory, showing that Balthasar's voice both challenges and complements contemporary developments.
Murphy also contends that postmodern interpretive methodology, with its careful critique of entrenched
philosophical assumptions and reiterated codes of meaning, is not the threat to theological meaning that
many fear. On the contrary, by juxtaposing postmodern critical methodologies against Balthasar's visionary
theological range, a space is made available for literary critics and theologians alike. More important, the
critic is provided with the tools to assess, challenge, and celebrate the theological imagination as it is
depicted today.
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From reader reviews:

Joni Griffith:

This A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy
Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,
Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) without we understand teach the one
who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry A Theology of Criticism:
Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) can bring when you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR
Academy Series) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Christina McMullen:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Theology of Criticism:
Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series), you could enjoy both. It is
great combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Cheryl Alexander:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting A Theology of Criticism:
Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick A Theology of
Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) become your
own personal starter.

Fernando Minaya:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar,



Postmodernism, and the Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have A Theology of Criticism: Balthasar, Postmodernism, and the
Catholic Imagination (AAR Academy Series).
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