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Today there is a thriving 'emotions industry' to which philosophers, psychologists and neuroscientists are
contributing. Yet until two centuries ago 'the emotions' did not exist. In this path-breaking study Thomas
Dixon shows how, during the nineteenth century, the emotions came into being as a distinct psychological
category, replacing existing categories such as appetites, passions, sentiments and affections. By examining
medieval and eighteenth-century theological psychologies and placing Charles Darwin and William James
within a broader and more complex nineteenth-century setting, Thomas Dixon argues that this domination by
one single descriptive category is not healthy. Overinclusivity of 'the emotions' hampers attempts to argue
with any subtlety about the enormous range of mental states and stances of which humans are capable. This
book is an important contribution to the debate about emotion and rationality which has preoccupied western
thinkers throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and has implications for contemporary debates.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Street:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read is usually
From Passions to Emotions: The Creation of a Secular Psychological Category.

Robert Defazio:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be From Passions to Emotions: The Creation of a Secular
Psychological Category why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jean Proffitt:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that need more
time to be learn. From Passions to Emotions: The Creation of a Secular Psychological Category can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Adam Perlman:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring
and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this From Passions to Emotions: The Creation of a Secular Psychological
Category can make you feel more interested to read.
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