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This book captures the experience of the South African Air Force helicopter pilot as never before; from
'rookie' to seasoned combat aviator in one of history's most intense counterinsurgency conflicts - the South
African Border War.

Nick Lithgow's work relates the grueling endurance of SADF National Service and its grind, grind, grind ...
until one day, helicopter drills with an SAAF Puma, saw him optimistically apply for pilot training. Called to
Pretoria, Nick completed the mandatory tests before returning to the Border to complete his duty.

At the end of his National Service, Nick was surprised to receive instructions to report to the Air Force
Gymnasium in Valhalla. Here he began training began in earnest with Harvard fixed wing trainers and the
Impala jet, before long Nick had progressed to rotary aircraft - training on the Alouette and graduating to the
Puma under the guidance of one of the SAAF's legendary instructors, 'Monster Wilkins'.

An operational tour in Rhodesia followed with deployment to the South West African/Namibian Border.
Here Search and Rescue, troop carrying and close air support operations became the order of the day -an
intense cycle of briefings and operations with the ever present threat of small arms fire and surface to air
missiles.

LZ Hot! is an unrivaled work - it relates the drama of recovering downed fighter pilots under fire, responding
to the horror of mine-strikes with soldiers dreadfully injured and needing urgent evacuation, or deep
penetration operations into Angola in support of South African Special Forces. It also relates the candor of
mess life, the characters and incidents that amuse, delivering much needed relief from the demands of
operational flying - Nick's accounts of mess dinner hijinks are especially entertaining and will be
recognizable to all who have served!

Flying mountain rescue missions and responding to terrifying shipwrecks, a crazed Military Policeman
during a casevac, Lithgow takes all in his stride. LZ Hot! is a stunning, captivating read.

After an early childhood in Pretoria, Nick reported for National Service duty with the SADF. This saw him
deploying to the Border as an infantry soldier with a brief interlude to Pretoria for pilot assessment. Much to
his surprise, Nick was called forward for pilot training and this saw him learning his craft on the Harvard and
Impala. He soon graduated to rotary with the Alouette and shortly thereafter, in 1977, Nick became a Puma
pilot. At the height of the South African Border War, Nick flew Puma helicopters across the 'Operational
Area' conducting troop moves, casevacs, fighting patrols with special forces and more. In the Drakensburg
mountain range Nick conducted daring cliff rescues, whilst at sea, he was instrumental in a number of
difficult rescues. Nick now lives in Durban, South Africa, with business interests in Johannesburg. He
continues to love anything to do with aviation.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this LZ Hot!: Flying South Africa's Border War, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Ilene Venne:

Why? Because this LZ Hot!: Flying South Africa's Border War is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this
book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Kathleen Duff:

This LZ Hot!: Flying South Africa's Border War is brand-new way for you who has fascination to look for
some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little digest in reading this LZ Hot!: Flying South Africa's Border War can
be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form.
People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also knowledge.

Mark Montague:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually LZ Hot!: Flying South Africa's Border War.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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