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Historians often regard the police as a modern development, and indeed, many pre-modern societies had no
such institution. Most recent scholarship has claimed that Roman society relied on kinship networks or
community self-regulation as a means of conflict resolution and social control. This model, according to
Christopher Fuhrmann, fails to properly account for the imperial-era evidence, which argues in fact for an
expansion of state-sponsored policing activities in the first three centuries of the Common Era. Drawing on a
wide variety of source material--from art, archaeology, administrative documents, Egyptian papyri, laws,
Jewish and Christian religious texts, and ancient narratives--Policing the Roman Empire provides a
comprehensive overview of Roman imperial policing practices with chapters devoted to fugitive slave
hunting, the pivotal role of Augustus, the expansion of policing under his successors, and communities
lacking soldier-police that were forced to rely on self-help or civilian police. Rather than merely cataloguing
references to police, this study sets policing in the broader context of Roman attitudes towards power, public
order, and administration. Fuhrmann argues that a broad range of groups understood the potential value of
police, from the emperors to the peasantry. Years of different police initiatives coalesced into an uneven
patchwork of police institutions that were not always coordinated, effective, or upright. But the end result
was a new means by which the Roman state--more ambitious than often supposed--could seek to control the
lives of its subjects, as in the imperial persecutions of Christians. The first synoptic analysis of Roman
policing in over a hundred years, and the first ever in English, Policing the Roman Empire will be of great
interest to scholars and students of classics, history, law, and religion.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Policing the Roman Empire:
Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Marcia Fullerton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and soon. The Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order
will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Carl Carrillo:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers,
Administration, and Public Order was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and Public Order has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun
and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Kirk Qualls:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers,
Administration, and Public Order to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and read it. Beside that the book Policing the Roman Empire: Soldiers, Administration, and
Public Order can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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