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Since at least the Middle Ages, the laws of war have distinguished between combatants and civilians under
an injunction now formally known as the principle of distinction. The principle of distinction is invoked in
contemporary conflicts as if there were an unmistakable and sure distinction to be made between combatant
and civilian. As is so brutally evident in armed conflicts, it is precisely the distinction between civilian and
combatant, upon which the protection of civilians is founded, cannot be taken as self-evident or stable. Helen
M. Kinsella documents that the history of international humanitarian law itself admits the difficulty of such a
distinction. In The Image before the Weapon, Kinsella explores the evolution of the concept of the civilian
and how it has been applied in warfare. A series of discourses—including gender, innocence, and
civilization—have shaped the legal, military, and historical understandings of the civilian and she documents
how these discourses converge at particular junctures to demarcate the difference between civilian and
combatant. Engaging with works on the law of war from the earliest thinkers in the Western tradition,
including St. Thomas Aquinas and Christine de Pisan, to contemporary figures such as James Turner
Johnson and Michael Walzer, Kinsella identifies the foundational ambiguities and inconsistencies in the
principle of distinction, as well as the significant role played by Christian concepts of mercy and charity. She
then turns to the definition and treatment of civilians in specific armed conflicts: the American Civil War and
the U.S.-Indian wars of the nineteenth century, and the civil wars of Guatemala and El Salvador in the 1980s.
Finally, she analyzes the two modern treaties most influential for the principle of distinction: the 1949 IV
Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Times of War and the 1977 Protocols
Additional to the 1949 Conventions, which for the first time formally defined the civilian within
international law. She shows how the experiences of the two world wars, but particularly World War II, and
the Algerian war of independence affected these subsequent codifications of the laws of war.As recognition
grows that compliance with the principle of distinction to limit violence against civilians depends on a firmer
grasp of its legal, political, and historical evolution, The Image before the Weapon is a timely intervention in
debates about how best to protect civilian populations.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

This The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Image before the Weapon: A
Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian without we realize teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Image before
the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even cell phone. This The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between
Combatant and Civilian having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Manuel Jett:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Image before the Weapon: A Critical
History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian is kind of e-book which is giving the reader
capricious experience.

Robert Farley:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Image before the Weapon: A
Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian which is having the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.

Whitney Ortez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is named of book
The Image before the Weapon: A Critical History of the Distinction between Combatant and Civilian. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one



destination to other place.
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