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Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade:
1,3, University of Mannheim, language: English, abstract: It is widely accepted that John Osborne's play
Look Back in Anger was a turning-point in the history of British theatre, a milestone introducing the era of
the New British Drama. Osborne remembers: "On 8 May 1956 [...] Look Back in Anger had its opening at
the Royal Court Theatre. This [...] particular date seems to have become fixed in the memories of theatrical
historians" and Lacey emphasises: "The moment of John Osborne's Look Back in Anger [...] was
undoubtedly a symbolic one in the history of post-war British theatre and of post-war culture generally."
However, Look Back in Anger was not perceived as a break-through right from the beginning. Rather,
Osborne had to cope with shattering criticism and at first, his play was a crushing defeat. Osborne himself
summarized the reactions towards Look Back in Anger in his autobiography about thirty years later: "There
was a vehement, undisputed judgement: the play was a palpable miss."
Nearly all reviews focused on the play's hero Jimmy Porter, whose nature they depicted as the reason for the
"essential wrongness" of the play. Jimmy was seen as "a bitter young misfit," "a boor, self-pitying, self-
dramatising rebel" and a "cynical, neurotic [young man] of working-class stock," whose "continuous tirade
against life [...] ha[d] a deadening effect upon the whole play." Cecil Wilson sharpened the criticism when
she exclaimed that Jimmy Porter's bitterness and his savage and often vulgar talk "crie[d] out for a knife."
However, the attitudes towards Osborne and his first play changed with the publication of Kenneth Tynan's
testimony in the Sunday newspaper a week later stating that he could hardly "love anyone who did not wish
to see Look Back in Anger. It is the best young play of its decade." This provocative review suddenly shed a
new light on the play. Overnight, Look Back in Anger had become a success, its (anti-)hero Jimmy Porter
"the first young voice to cry out for a new generation that had forgotten the war, mistrusted the welfare state
and mocked its established rulers with boredom, anger and disgust" and John Osborne had become a
celebrated young writer. Owing to its literary key role in the history of British Drama I would like to give a
brief overview of the critical opinions about Look Back in Anger before I move on to developing my own
thesis.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For you
personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular The Tragedy of Jimmy Porter:
Overview of the critical opinions about "Look Back in Anger" and development of a thesis book as starter
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Daniel Kirk:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this The Tragedy of Jimmy Porter: Overview of the critical opinions about "Look Back in Anger" and
development of a thesis, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Patricia Morales:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Tragedy of Jimmy Porter:
Overview of the critical opinions about "Look Back in Anger" and development of a thesis can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Daniel White:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book The
Tragedy of Jimmy Porter: Overview of the critical opinions about "Look Back in Anger" and development of
a thesis. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one destination for a other place.
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