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Webb Keane argues that by looking at representations as concrete practices we may find them to be
thoroughly entangled in the tensions and hazards of social existence. This book explores the performances
and transactions that lie at the heart of public events in contemporary Anakalang, on the Indonesian island of
Sumba. Weaving together sharply observed narrative, close analysis of poetic speech and valuable objects,
and far-reaching theoretical discussion, Signs of Recognition explores the risks endemic in representational
practices. An awareness of risk is embedded in the very forms of ritual speech and exchange. The
possibilities for failure and slippage reveal people's mutual vulnerabilities and give words and things part of
their power. Keane shows how the dilemmas posed by the effort to use and control language and objects are
implicated with general problems of power, authority, and agency. He persuades us to look differently at
ideas of voice and value. Integrating the analysis of words and things, this book contributes to a wide range
of fields, including linguistic anthropology, cultural studies, social theory, and the studies of material culture,
art, and political economy.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Hall:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of
Representation in an Indonesian Society. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as
we know about how is important some sort of book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of
Representation in an Indonesian Society. You can add information and of course you can around the world
by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Denice Cooke:

The particular book Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society
has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That
book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Carolyn Rolon:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an
Indonesian Society can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Dennis Carson:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Signs of Recognition: Powers and Hazards of Representation in an Indonesian Society this e-book consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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