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This is the first volume of a planned translation into English of all twelve of Jean Racine’s plays—a project
undertaken only three times in the three hundred years since Racine’s death. For this new translation,
Geoffrey Alan Argent has taken a fresh approach: he has rendered these plays in rhymed "heroic" couplets.
While Argent’s translation is faithful to Racine’s text and tone, his overriding intent has been to translate a
work of French literature into a work of English literature, substituting for Racine’s rhymed alexandrines
(hexameters) the English mode of rhymed iambic pentameters, a verse form particularly well suited to the
highly charged urgency of Racine’s drama and the coiled strength of his verse.

Complementing the translations are the illuminating Discussions and the extensive Notes and Commentaries
Argent has furnished for each play. The Discussions are not offered as definitive interpretations of these
plays, but are intended to stimulate readers to form their own views and to explore further the inexhaustibly
rich world of Racine’s plays. Included in the Notes and Commentary section of this translation are passages
that Racine deleted after the first edition and have never before appeared in English.

The full title of Racine’s first tragedy is La Thébaïde ou les Frères ennemis (The Saga of Thebes, or The
Enemy Brothers). But Racine was far less concerned with recounting the struggle for Thebes than in
examining those indomitable passions—in this case, hatred—that were to prove his lifelong focus of interest.
For Oedipus’s sons, Eteocles and Polynices (the titular brothers), vying for the throne is rather a symptom
than a cause of their unquenchable hatred—so unquenchable that by the end of the play it has not only
destroyed these twin brothers, but has also claimed the lives of their mother, their sister, their uncle, and their
two cousins as collateral damage. Indeed, as Racine acknowledges in his preface, “There is hardly a
character in it who does not die at the end.”
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Williams:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Complete Plays of Jean Racine: Volume 1: The
Fratricides.

Michael Stanford:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the guide untitled The Complete Plays of Jean Racine: Volume 1:
The Fratricides can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Katherine Shadrick:

Beside this specific The Complete Plays of Jean Racine: Volume 1: The Fratricides in your phone, it can
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune.
It is good thing to have The Complete Plays of Jean Racine: Volume 1: The Fratricides because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along
with read it from right now!

Edward Davidson:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Complete Plays of Jean Racine: Volume 1: The
Fratricides was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Complete Plays of
Jean Racine: Volume 1: The Fratricides has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for you and try to like reading which.
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