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Consider your place, the place where you feel the most at home: a tree-lined lake, a bean field planted on
stolen land, a rig drilling the golden prairie, city streets alive with energy. Written in the language of the
northern landscape of experience, Karen Babine explores the meaning of being in your place on a particular
day.

In essays that travel from the wildness of Lake Superior to the order of an apple orchard, Babine traces an
ethic of place, a way to understand the essence of inhabiting a place deeply rooted in personal stories. She
takes us from moments of reflection, through the pages of her Minnesota family’s history, to the drama of
the land and the shaping of the earth. From the Mississippi’s Headwaters in Itasca State Park—its name from
veritas caput, or “true head”—she explores the desire that drives the idea of the North. The bite of a
Honeycrisp apple grown in Ohio returns her to her origin in Minnesota and to pie-making lessons in her
Gram’s kitchen. In the Deadwood, South Dakota, of her great-great-grandfather, briefly police chief; in the
translation of her ancestors from Swedish to Minnesotan; on the outer edge of the New Madrid Fault in
Nebraska; through the flatlands along I-90; at the foot of Mount St. Helens: Babine pursues what the Irish
call dinnseanchas, place-lore. How, she asks, does land determine what kind of people grow in that soil?
And through it all runs water, carrying a birch bark canoe with a bullet hole and a bloodstain, roaring over
the Edmund Fitzgerald, flooding the Red River Valley, carving the glaciated land along with historical
memory.

As she searches out the stories that water has written upon human consciousness, Babine reveals again and
again what their poignancy tells us about our place and what it means to be here.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Water and What We Know: Following the Roots of a Northern Life, you can tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

William Phillips:

The reserve untitled Water and What We Know: Following the Roots of a Northern Life is the reserve that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Water and What We Know: Following the Roots of a
Northern Life from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jason Savage:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Water and What We Know: Following the Roots of a
Northern Life can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have thing that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for
you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Water and What We
Know: Following the Roots of a Northern Life.

Patsy Locke:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit
or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Water and What We Know: Following the Roots of a
Northern Life can make you experience more interested to read.
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